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Table for rapid calculation of rib fracture score used in
patient management protocol

(_ Rib fracture score = (Breaks x Sides) + Age factor |

Breaks Number of fractures
Sides Unilateral = 1, bilateral = 2

Age factor
0 If <50 years old
If 51-60 years old
If 61-70 years old
If 71-80 years old

If >80 years old




Protocol for management of pain, respiratory care, and
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Anna Easter, Management of patients with multiple rib fractures
Am J Crit Care. 2001 Sep;10(5):320-7; quiz 328-9.
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+ Elderly

+ Number of rib fractures (more than 3)
+ Rib fracture score

+ high-energy trauma

+ assoeiated injuries

+ 1SS (=15)
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injury severity score (ISS),

revised trauma score (RTS),

Glasgow coma scale (GCS) score
critical-care and hospital length of stay (LOS)

Sharma et al. Am Surg. 2008 Apr;74(4):310-4.
Perils of Rib Fractures

Mortality by Number of Rib Fractures In all age-
groups

Sharma et al. Am Surg. 2008 Apr;74(4):310-4.
Perils of Rib Fractures




Mortality by Age and Number of Rib Fractures
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Martality by Number of Fractured Ribs =
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Flagel BT et al. Half-a-dozen ribs: the breakpoint for mortality.
Surgery. 2005 Oct;138(4):717-23; discussion 723-5.
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